CLOWNS

Clowns and Pantomimes, by M. Willson Disher,

large and lavishly illustrated, certainly contains
something for everybody. It opens with a
learned disquisition, no less illuminating than
most, on the classification of human emotions
and the springs of laughter. Here we have
diagrams, illustrating the importance and rela-
tions of Love, Fear, Anger, Contempt, Superiority,
Pity, and so forth; we have also copious refer-
ences to Professor Bergson and the t{ Social
Psychology" of Professor McDougall. Mr.
Disher's explanation of laughter seems plausible
so far as it goes, and will no doubt continue to
seem so until the next theorist demolishes him
as he demolishes his predecessors. One truth at
least he does emphasise : the fact that many
philosophers have written elaborately of laughter
without apparently having themselves any sense
of humour. The best of them too frequently
confine themselves to wit; the worst are like
Professor Freud, who, in his remarkable work on
this subject, betrayed no sign whatever of first^
hand amusement, and treated specimen jokes as
though they were specimen meteorological obser-
vations, investigating Joke A, well-attested by
Schmidt, and Joke B, which had been accepted
as a Joke by Schultz and Muller. This prologue
may tax the patience of some of those who have"
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